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PREFACE. 


taken by comparing ſeveral Copies, to offer no- 
thing to the Reader, which was not the genuine 


Product of the great Skill and Experience of that Ju- 


Aicious Divine the Rev, Mr. Willard; we cant ſuppoſe 
that this Tract, in which you have much in a little, 
will need Recommendation ; much leſs may we preſume 
to imagine that any Thing written by us, ſhould ads 
weiglt unto.it, However, being deſired by the charitable 


Gentleman, who is at the Charge of the Impre ſſion, wi 


a generous Regard to the Candidates of the Miniftry, 
to intreduce it to the Publick; We embrace this Oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing our Thankfulneſs and Joy, that thele 
excellent Rules for the Study of Divinity, 'are made 
more extenſively uſeful by the Preis, than while diſperſed 
in a few private Manuſcripts. 


THE Rnowledge of GOD i, CHRIST, and of 


the only Way of living to Hm here, ſo as to prepare for 
the full Enjoyment of Him in Heaven, muſt be the One 


Thing needful ; and in ſome due Proportion, it cuzht 
to be the Care of every One to Search the Scriptures, Put, 
whereas our Lord hath appointed an Order of Men 
to teach this divine Knowlege, how great ſhould be their 
Concern and Care to be wel Inſtruct ed to the Kingdom 
FG OD themſelves, that they may be able to teach others ! 
Now in order to this, it is a matter of the higheſt Impor- 

3 tance 
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HE N we have declard that Care hath been 
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+ PREFACE. | 
rant hat the Söns of the Prophets entry pm rh 
ſacred Study, while? an humbling Senſe of the grem 
6 Darkneſs and derp Corruption of human Nature by the Full, 
| and ſo with earneſt Prayer to G O P, to enlighten and purify 
EF heir Minas, that they mah receive the Truth in the 
Love of it. Great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs. Ve | 
now but lit: of Bollies nud cre#ted Spirits, The moſt ſaga= 
cious Philoſophers have not been able to Jearth out the | 
Almighty to Perfection, in the leaſt of his Works, Cen- 
zainly then, ihe Miniſter of the Goſpel muſt need the - 
wſpccia! Guidanct i Inſtuente of the Divine SPIRIT 
when looking into the Revelation which the infinite and 
wiernrl GOD hath matte of Himſelf, and of the Way 
F of our Redemption by CHRIST: for the” Carnal 
: Mind is not only went, but is Enmity againſt GOD. 
f However, Conſtant fervent Prayer i; to accompany, not 
ſuperſede our diligent Eulen vours in the Study of the 
F Seriptures ; that the Man of G O D may be per- 
! K&, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 


And here, thi' ir is a difiiuguiſhing Favour we enjoy 


| of having the Bible in ow Mother-Tongue, yet 
[| aouotleſs it muſt be à grent help to be able to re ad theſe 
| | facred Writings in the Languages in which holy Alen 
| wrote them as mſpir'd by the HOLY GHOST: Azad 
: r Herefbore we heartily wiſb th this Part of Academica! 


Learning may be more and mere encouraged in our Col- 


; Ieges; for if the Candidates have not a good Founda- 
6 rion of this Knowledge laid there, it will be difficult to 
1 obtain it when they come to full Employment. And fur- | | 
4 aher, Ne concur with the Rev. Author, that to be well. 
i Sroumaed in Syſtematical Divinity, 7s of excellent uſe in 
4 erden to a ſafe and profitable proceeding in this Study. 
9 And as we are highly fauound in the Confeſſion 


of Faith, the Aſſemblies larger and ſhorter Cate- 
chiſms, printed with the Scriptute s under each Head; we 
*ecommend the diligent Reading of them, cimparing the 

get i, on oe: mag Doctrine 
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PREFACE. Ht 
ts * #e+Frines delivered with the Striptures brought ta prove 
nt them. Aud we would here particularly recommend the 
"= Author Expoſitory Lectures an the Aſſemblies Shore 
5 ter Catechilin, 45 an excellent Muſirati an of 38, 
— | T HE Fathers of this Country were exemplary er 
their faithful and diligent Care in their Families, Schools 
he aud Churches, to propagate pure aud undefiled Religion 
1 — And therefore the Children of New- England, and in s 
hs. . particular manner the Sons of the Prophets, are ſrongly 
75 liged to remember how they have receiued and beard, and 
5 ro hold faſt thiſe Forms of ſcund Words which they have 
ay been taught, when upon ſerious Examination, they find them 
1 conſonant to the infallible Oracles of GOD. 1 grau- | 
_ ted that our Father in Heaven afoweth of that Appeal; | 
as |}  FNevertheleſs, What faith the Scripture ? However, 
= 4 for any to rejet parental Inſiruftion,or thoſeDofrines which 
2 they have been taught in the more publick Preaching of 


GOD's Word, before they have, upon due Inquiry, found 
i | them diſavprev'd by this perfect Rule, is profanely to 
4 ronternn the Authority of GOD in th? Fifth Command, 


00 (requiring Parents to bring up their Children in the 
7 Nurture and Admenition of the Lord ) and alſo the 
. divine Inſtitution of the Goſpel Miniſtry ; neither of 
an) 7 which Teaching can be auly attended to Edification, without 
1 Forms of Words, and & methodical Expreſſion & Explanation 
"= of Goſpe! Doctrine not verbatim contain:'d in the Bible = 
70 th the Senſ: and Meaning of the Scriptures ought al- | 
8 vag to be kept to with the moſt religious Regard. Ac- 
1 rerdingly, here is à weighty Truſt committed to Them who 
4 have the Inſtruction and Government of our Youth in the 
"— Schools of the Prophets; that they be ſafe Guides in 
of leading their Pupils to the Study of ſuch Books as ex- 
22 plain and confirm the pure Doftrincs of the Goſpel, and in 
ws | warning ægainſt the Errors of ſuch as have @ tendency, by 
he fable Reefoning and plafible &rguments, to corragt their, 


Nos tende 


.-T 
2 


*s  IPRUEPACE - 


L tender Minds from the Simplicity that is in CHRIST: 
Fr it muſt be of dangerous Conſequence for young Students 
to begin w'th hcretical and erroneous Writers, while as yes 


there's juſt Cauſe to fear, leſt as Children they be toſs 
ſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 


of Doctrine, by the fleight of Men, and cunning 
craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. Aud 


doth not the preſent Day call aloud for the moſt circumſpect 


and watchfal Care in this matter? This Foundation being 


well laid, ¶ and ſurely it muſt be of the greateſt Importance 
rhat ſuch as teach others, be themſelves well grounded 
zn the Faith) the Student may with more ſafety proceed 
ro the Reading of Caſuiſtical and Polemical Authors. 


In the whole, Let him keep his Eye fd on this as his. 


chief End, the glorifying GOD in ow LORD JESUS 


.CHRIST, by the Salvation of his own, and the Souls of 
vorher. Let him therefore when call'd to Preach the Goſpel, 
determine with the Apoſile Paul, not to know any thing, 
ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. . 


. AND vom, May the GOD of all Grace pour out Vis 
SPIRIT upon our Schools, Colleges and Churches 


My our Zion, always have of her Sons, to take her by the 


Huna, and lend her in the Paths of Truth and Righteouſneſs ! 
And may theſe Directions which are now commended. to 
'zhe diligent Peruſal of the Candidates of the Evangelical 


- Miniſtry, be accompanied with the Divine Bleſſing ! 


O Lord, revive thy work in the midſt of the Years ; 


in the midſt of the Years make known; in Wrath 
remember Mercy. With theſe humble Requeſts to GOD, 
aud with Deſires of the Prayers of our Fathers and Brethren © 
in the Miniſtry, We ſubſcribe, © | 


LE * So Scrall-. 
3735. 7 Thomas Prince. 
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12 Brief DIRECTIONS 


0 TO A | 

' Young Scholar 

Deſigning the MINISTRY, 

J. py ET him bear in Mind that of the 
Apoſtle, James 1. 17. Every good Gift, 

| and every perfect Gift is from above, and 


cometh down from the Father of Lights. 
And accordingly be much in Prayer ro God for 


his Help. 
Bene age, eſt bene ſtuduiſſe. 
II. Let him put off high Opinions of himſelf, ant 


be ſenfible of his own Infirmity. This will both. 


put him upon more ardent Supplcations : James 
1. 5. If any of you lack Wiſdom, let him ask of Ged, 


| that giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 


it ſhall be given him: And excite him to greater 


Induſtry, 1 Cor. 3. 18. Let zo Man deceive himſelf : 
any Man among you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this World, let 
him become a Fool, that he may be wiſe. | 


III. SINCE all Theological Truths are commen- 


* to us in the WORD OF GOD, let bim be 
a _ in * the SCRIPI URES. with dil: gent 


Obſervance 


—— Ir Un gr — — — ——— 


iN gi e Seas PF 9 
9 LY 

: * 

» 2 * - 
* = 
L | 

Ou , 

* F424 q a OE ts et ” 

WS Dc £444 
Mt On Ig 
" : 
. 


2 Direction: for the 


Obſervanee : This is their Commendation, 2 Im. 
3.15. From 8 Child ther haft known the holy Scriptures, | 
which are able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, thro 
Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Acts 17. 11. Theſe were 
mere noble than theſe in The/alonita, in hat they received 
the Word with all readineſs of Mind, and ſearched the 
Seriptures daily, whether thoſe Things were ſo. Acts 
18.24. A certain Few named Apollos, born at Alexandria 
an eloquent Man, and mighty in the Scriptures. | 


IV. In reading the Scriptures, he is firſtly con- 
cerned to underſtand the true Senſe and Meaning of 
them: Acts 8. 30. Aud Philip ran thither to him, and 
heard him read the Prophet Eſaias, and ſaid, Underſtandeft 
thou what thou readelt* And there are Three Things 


. ſpoken to us after our manner, and bath therefore 
made uſe of the vulgar Tropes and Figures, in ex- 
preſſing his Mind unto us: And Logic, for the ana- 
Iyſing of the Text, and finding out the Method of 
it, and the Arguments contained in it. Let kim 
therefore keep up the Study of theſe in convenient 
Seaſons. And I would commend to him, the reading 
Daily of a Chapter in the Original, and conſulting 
Criticks on the Words that are obſcure, and a care- 
ful eying ot the general Scope of the Text, and 
what Head of Arguments cach particular does be- | 
long unto. In reſpect of the oft, He muſt compare g 


Scripture 


Pr Op ua A 
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Study of Divinity. 


| Scripture with Scripture ; reduce thoſe which FER 


more hard to thoſe which are more plain, and Alle. 
oricalScriptures to ſuch as are more intelligible ;and 
in all Allegories make Allowances, fo as not to ſtrein 
every Circumſtance in the Similitude ; but ta bring all 
to the Analogy of Faith, Rom. 12. 6. For which end, 


V. Let him reduce the ſeveral Scriptures in his 
more ſet Reading ( for it cannot be well done in & 
a mare curſory Reading, which yet is not without 
it's Profit) to their proper Head in Divinity. For 
tho' all Theological Truths be contained in the 
Word of God, yer they are not there digeſted into a 
Mcthodical Syſtem, but it is to be gathered from thence : 
And there is a Form of wcleſome Words to be well un- 


derſtood and laid in the Foundation, unto which all 


the Word of God is accordingly to be referred ; either 
as the Principle it ſelf, or- a Deduction from it, or 
an Explication of it, or an Evidence given to demon- 
ſtrate it, or an Excmplification of it. 


\ 

VI. Hence let his firſt Care be, to be well greun- 
ded in Syſtematical or Common Plate Divinity. By this 
a Foundation is laid, for a ſafe and more profitable 
Proceeding to other Theological Studies : hereby he 
will have a Rule before him, to meaſure all other 
Things by: And for that end, let him read the mof 
approved Syſtems and Common- Places, and get them 
well digeſted ; for till he is ſoundly principled in the 
Fundamentals of Theology, he is readily expos'd ro 
be led about by every Wind of Doctrine, and baffled 
with the cunning Sophiſms of Impoltors, againlt 


- which this will be a Defence. 


VII. Let him then proceed to Caſtiſtical Divinity ; 
which is for the Application of che DoQtrines unto 
| practical 


6 Direction, for the 
Heads, fince the End of Knwledge is Expraxy, Joh 


13-17. And a good Sci in this, is neceſſary to "E 
make an able Miniſter of the New-Teſtament; who 21 


maſt expect to have to do with Men's Conſciences, V 
and have many a difſfi:ult and haze rdous Caſe bro't me 
to him for Reſolution: but by this Means he will be bu 
advantaged, to prattiie according to his Knowledge, of 
and preach in his Lif:; and be in a readineſs to help no 
others in their way, and thro' their Difficulties. ar 
VIII. Now let him proceed to Polemica! D:/inity, or 
Centro verſial; that he may underſtand what are thoſe Er 
Dattrines, that ſtand in Oppoſition to the Truth, ha 
and how to refute them; elſe he is not furniſhed for be 
his Work : Tit. 1. 9. Had ug faft the faithful Word, as el 
he bath been taught, tha: he may be abl: by ſound Doct - m. 
rine, both to exhort and to con vince the Gainſuyers. And A 
this muſt be, by reducing all to the proper Heads in 
Divinity, to which they do refer; and diſcovering 
the Oppofition and Fallacy : For, or 
Quibus Argumentis Veritas aſtruitur, 7i/dem Falſitas in 
5 deſtruitar. 5 
| | | Te, | m 
IX. In all this, it is requiſite, that he read Authors, ri 
whom God hath raiſed up in their Times, and ena- D. 
bled them, by thoſe Writings, which they have com- or 
mended to the World, to be helpful to thoſe that of 
come after them. And for his greater Safety & better a, 


Succeſs in Reading, let me offer him theſe fem Ra les, gu 
i. Let bim read and ſtudy the moſt approved 


Authors in each kind, where there is leaſt Danger of Ti 
being ſeduced, and greateſt Advantage of being ſea- m 
ſoned with the Truth: for which let him take Ad- bu 


vice of thoſe that be experienced, leaſt he ſpend his 1 
Time unproſitably. 8 
N 2 Let. in 


fold 


to 
who 
ces, 
>ro't 
I be 
doe, 


help 


„ or 


hoſe 
uth, 
for 


or Pencil, put ſignificant Neres of obſervable Paſſages 


Study of Divinity... | 7 


„ 2. Let him vt pin his Faith upon the Credit- or 
Au 'ority of any Author ; but account all, beſides the 
Writers cfthe Holy Scriprures, fallible. The Judg- 
ment o an able Divine, may put him upon Inquiry, 
but m iſt not ſet h'm down: he muſt ſee the Ground 
of all, and not jurare in verba magiſtri: elſe he will 
not be fit to convince others; for ſuch Authorities 
are no Demonſtrations. 18 


© 2, Let him collect an Account of the moſt noted 
Errors and Hereſies, both Ancient and Modern, that 
have peſtered che Church of Chriſt. Thus will he 
be better able to diſcoyer them in his reading, and 
eſcape being infected with them at unawares, and 
made more curious and cautious in reading thoſe 
Authors where he finds them. 


: 4. In Reading of his own Books, let him with Pen 


in the Margin, viz. 

(.) Notable 'Theorems. ( 2.) Weighty Argu- 
ments or Reaſons for the Proof of them. (3.) Par- 
ticular Caſes that are handled. (4.) Erroneous 
Dottrines or Aſſertions. (5.) Remarkable Inſtances 
or Examples in Providences referring to the Truths 
of God's Word. And it will be profitable to have 
a ſeveral Mark, whereby each of theſe may be diſtin- 


8 uiſhed. 


5. Let him after ſome conſiderable Reading, take ' 
Time to digeſt it in his Meditation. Not that he 
muft think to carry all his Reading in his Memory 
but to endeavour, thatzYe may not loſe the Sub- 
ſtance of what he has r 4, till he has well informed 
his Underſtanding about it ; elſe it will be Timo ſpent 
in reading ynprofitably. Ton * 
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6 Di recklen for the 


X. Let him allow ſome Time, for the Study of 
Natural Phi loſophy and Hiſtory, ef; pecially Eccleſiaſtical, 
Theſe have no little Utility in them for a Divine; 
and among other Advantages, they will be very 
ſeryiceable to help him in the under 
ny Scriptures, which elſe he will be at a loſs about. 


XI. Let him provide himſelf, with a large Com- 
won-Place Book. And that he may improve it to the 


beſt Advantage, take tbeſe Rules, 


I. Let him write on the Head of the Page me- 
thodically, the ſeyeral Subjects of Divinity, to which 
| he may refer his reading. | 


2. Let him briefly note the Book and Page, where | 


he may find that Subject particularly handled, either 
Poctrinally, Caſuiſtically or Polemically, in any Book 


which he hath in his Library. 


3. Let him write at large any remarkable Paſ. 
fages, with the Book and Page. | 


4. Let him give a ſhort Glance at any Errors, and 
where he may have them confuted. 


XII. Let him ſometimes exerciſe himſelf in ſome 
rticular Common-Place in Divinity; chufing an 
d that may be moſt profitable. 


And here, 


1. To pitch upon ſome 7x? of Scripture, which 


moſt clearly contains it. N 


2. To clear up that Scripture, and the Senſe of 
t, and accorgingly to Gropad his 7horem upon, - 
: Les 5 1 N e = x 2 — ; . * — I. 0 
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ding of ma- 


Study of Divinity. 7 


3. To open the Teyms in it, and elucidate the 
meaning of the Axiom, and give what needful Di/- 
Rindt ons may ſerve to determine the clear meaning 


4. To conſirm it, by Scriprure-Arguments and Teſti- 
monies. 


5. To anſwer the Objections, and refute the Er- 
rors that have militated againſt ir. 


6. To draw the genuine inferences from it, whereby 
He may be confirmed in other Truths which are 
confirmed by it. 


XIII. Let him take Opportunities to confer with 

| Others, eſpecially orthodox and able Miniſters, about 
thoſe Points that are dark and difficult, for his fare 
ther Information; remembring what is ſaid, Hoſ. 
6. 3. Then ſhall we know if we follow on to know the Lora: 
| his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he ſball 
come into us as the Rain; as the latter and former Rain 
ante the Earth, — . 
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